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Art can start conversations, bring subjects into 
the public sphere, expose abuses and point towards new
worlds. It touches people in a deeper and more 
affecting way than academic and political discourse, 
to move us to tears, to laughter and to action.
Extract of a speech by Deeyah Khan to the United Nations Human Rights Council 
in March 2014.
The Swiss Agency for development and coope-
ration (SDC) recognises the role of art and culture
in the processes of development and democratic
change. It dedicates at least 1% of the total
budget for culture. 
The SMArt programme has arisen from merging these two
approaches: it combines culture, development coopera-
tion and awareness of the global challenges of the moun -
tain regions, mainly climate change, water resources, food
security and migration. 
SMArt has two objectives: 
•To increase perception of the global issues 
of the Swiss mountain regions and the 
mountainous countries from South and East.
•To promote intercultural exchanges and 
dialogue between artists and the public on 
the challenges of the mountain regions 
and the methods that mountain populations 
use to address them.
The task of the Foundation for sustai-
nable development in mountain re-
gions (FDDM) is to bring awareness to
the authorities and civil society of
the issues of sustainable development
in mountain regions. It believes that
culture is an original and powerful
medium for achieving this. 
Sion — Switzerland 
www.fddm.ch
SMArt is a programme of the :
Bern — Switzerland 
www.ddc.admin.ch
Valais — Switzerland
www.vs.ch/culture
With the support of :
Bellwald — Switzerland
www.artbellwald.ch
In partnership with :
Sierre — Switzerland
www.chateaumercier-residence.ch
Monthey — Switzerland
www.crochetan.ch 
Lima — Peru
www.centrodelaimagen.edu.pe
Kigali — Rwanda 
www.rwandacinemacenter.wordpress.com
Ulan Bator — Mongolia
www.artscouncil.mn
Contact
Eric Nanchen, Director 
Foundation for sustainable development in mountain regions  
eric.nanchen@fddm.vs.ch
www.fddm.ch
PRO
GR
AM
ME
AP
PROA
CH
ARTISTS IN RESIDENCE  
Cultural partners welcome to Switzer-
land artists from South and East who
are interested in the approach of SMArt.
During their stay, the artists create a
work reflecting their perception of the
issues of their host region.  
EXCHANGE, DIALOGUE 
AND AWARENESS  
The artists’ works are exhibited in Switzerland. 
During their stay, they meet the public, artists and
professionals. In this way the local population and
decision-makers are exposed to new outlooks on
the realities of their situation and can immerse
themselves in the issues of mountain regions. 
When the artists return to their own
countries, their works are shown and
their experience highlighted by a local
cultural organisation so that debate
with the local public can continue.
THE CHALLENGES OF THE MOUNTAIN 
REGIONS ARE THOSE OF THE ENTIRE PLANET  
The mountain regions face challenges that extend well beyond
their territory. The United Nations recognised their significance
during the world conferences on sustainable development held
in Rio in 1992 and 2012.
• Mountain regions cover 25% of land mass.
• 20% of the world's population live in mountain regions.
• 70% of the world's fresh water reserves are found in 
the mountains. 
• 50% of zones with high biodiversity are found in 
the mountains.
Mountain ecosystems are extremely sensitive: global warming, migration, tourism, natural
disasters, not to mention industrial exploitation, threaten many regions and the living
conditions of millions of people. Mountain populations are most at risk because they
are directly reliant on natural resources (water, soil and plants). But those living at
a lesser altitude are also at risk. For example, mass deforestation can cause
floods or exacerbate them.
By promoting sustainable development in mountain regions we are protec-
ting the habitats that they provide. To do this we need to protect the
fauna and flora to maintain biodiversity, because it is essential for fu-
ture food security and adapting to climate change.
However, mountain populations should not just be seen as vulnerable. They
also have vast knowledge, accumulated over generations, that enables
them to adapt to a harsh environment. The adaptation strategies sup-
ported by Switzerland are based on this traditional knowledge to
find solutions that suit the conditions and culture of each region. 
AT THE MOMENT
SMArt is an innovative concept to be refined during a trial year with all of the 
partners involved (June 2014 - June 2015). Three photographers will be accommodated 
at three artist residences in the Canton of Valais, an alpine region of Switzerland. 
AFTERWARDS 
from 2015, SMArt will be :
• An international network of artists 
committed to sustainable development in 
mountain regions ; 
• Cultural institutions and partners, 
in Switzerland and worldwide, which 
promote artistic works and create an 
intercultural dialogue on the challenges 
of sustainable development in mountain 
regions ;
• A collection of works that can be 
circulated by the partners of SMArt to raise 
awareness ;
• Financial partners that make this multi-
cultural blend of sustainable development 
and culture possible. 
THE POTENTIAL OF ART 
AND CULTURE 
Culture must be integrated in the post-2015 agenda, as a driver
and as an enabler of sustainable development.
Director-General of UNESCO, Special thematic debate on culture and sustainable development 
in the post-2015 development agenda, New York, 5 May 2014.
Culture is an integral part of the post-2015 agenda of the United
Nations for development.
• Culture is a driver. It is a source of meaning, knowledge and creativity. 
With its power to transform, the culture and arts sector makes a 
specific contribution to promoting fair and inclusive social and economic 
development.  
• Culture is an enabler. Approaches centred on the human aspect 
and taking into account cultural particularities, are more effective 
because the results are produced by people for people.
An approach that takes into account cultural
aspects is required for inclusive sustainable
development, without cultural or religious
practices being used to justify restrictions or in-
fringements of human rights. Encouragement of
cultural diversity and intercultural dialogue and
making full use of the potential of cultural and ar-
tistic resources promote the inclusion of marginali-
zed groups and are important for promoting peace
and sustainable development.  
Culture in the post-2015 agenda, position of Switzerland, January 2014.
